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ESSENTIAL NATURE OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM 


PENETRATING DUTCH PASTORAL 


__ In the Autumn of last year a Pastoral 
‘Letter was sent to all Parochial Church 
Councillors of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
This letter analysed the issues at stake be- 
tween Christianity and National Socialism. 
Its object was to strengthen the ordinary 
congregations of the Church in their strug- 
gle against ideas which threaten the whole 
basis of the Christian life. A summary of 
some of the main points in the letter, with 
quotations, is printed below. 

The letter begins by some general remarks 
about National Socialism:—‘“In order to 
_view the relations of the Christian faith and 
National Socialism in the correct perspective, 
it is necessary always to keep two facts in 
mind, with regard to which the members of 
the congregation are in general not suffi- 
ciently clear. The first fact is this—that 
National Socialism is essentially a religious 
phenomenon; it requires faith in the reli- 
gious sense from its followers, who must 
surrender themselves to it completely, body 
and soul. Therefore the Church of Christ, 
which bears the message of the Gospel in 
this world (a Gospel which, indeed, demands 
faith and claims man both bodily and spiritu- 
ally for Christ, the Eternal King) cannot 
avoid a conflict. The second fact is this— 
that National Socialism’s centre of gravity 
does not lie in what has been written about 
it in books, but in the fact that is is ‘lived.’ 
It fulfils itself in the life of the National So- 
-cialist man.” 


A Different God 
The first main section is headed “A Dif- 
ferent God,” and begins:—“The first and 


most decisive statement which must be made 
regarding the relation of the Christian faith 


to National Socialism is this—that National 
Socialism acknowledges a different God from 
the God of the Holy Scriptures, seeks a 
salvation which is different from ‘salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and takes practical 
form in a religious life which is the exact 
opposite of the life which comes from faith 
in Christ through the Holy Spirit.” The 
religious aspect of the movement is a chal- 
lenge to the Christian faith: — “There is 
nothing extraordinary in the fact that Na- 
tional Socialism has the power to become a 
mass religion and that its gatherings take 
the form of a kind of popular worship in 
which a great deal of latent religious emotion 
is released (Matthew 7, 13). In carrying out 
its ministry the Church must therefore make 
its work in this connection even more definite 
in character and must tell its members very 
clearly and resolutely that they are here con- 
cerned with the first Commandment—‘Thou 
shalt have no other gods besides Me.’ ”’ 


A Different Ethic 


There follows a treatment of the situation 
under the heading “‘A Different Morality” :— 
“The inevitable consequence of the worship 
of this new (but age-old!) god is therefore 
a reversal of all moral concepts and ideas, 
commandments and requirements. Meekness, 
gentleness, patience and modesty are termed 
‘Slave virtues’; hardness, intolerance, self- 
reliance and pride are glorified. Humanity 
is cast off as a vague ‘bourgeois’ idea.” 

As an example of the morality of National 
Socialism the third section considers anti- 
Semitism:—‘“This ‘different God’ and this 
different morality can be recognised most 
clearly in anti-Semitism, which is one of its 
basic principles. The fanatical passion with 
which the nation of Israel is hated and per- 
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- secuted is a phenomenon which has never — 
before occurred in this form in the whole of 
¥ 


history ; for after all, there are no reasons of 
strategy, national economy or culture whichcan 
be put forward in defense of this principle.” 

The letter then goes on in its fourth part 
to consider the role of the nation in the plan 
of God and its fifth and sixth parts, entitled 
“Blood and Soil” and ‘The State,” deal with 
allied problems. The letter recognises the 
nation has a legitimate gift of God, but 
adds:—“The Church must make no secret 
of the fact that in this connection too there 
is the most urgent need for a written expla- 
nation has a legitimate gift of God, but 
still always members of the congregation 
who, while indeed they abhor the systematic 


annihilation of our Jewish fellow-men and .- 


fellow-citizens, justify their natural dislike 
for the Jews by reference to God’s judgment. 
Some people do not understand with suffi- 
cient clarity that Israel, although it did not 
recognise Jesus as the Messiah, is much more 
closely akin to us in origin and confession 
than the paganism which now assumes the 
role of its judge.” “At a time when, as a 
result of external pressure and the course 
taken by history, the sense of unity with 
one’s own nation is so strong, there is a spe- 
cial obligation upon priests to ensure that 
congregations be kept aware of the truth 
contained in the Scriptures in regard to these 
matters and particularly that youth be pro- 
tected against related influences which come 
to the surface in their own midst and which 
might possibly culminate after the war in a 
Netherlands nationalism, a - nationalism 
which is little different from that which we 
have condemned above: A reminder is given 
that there is a higher form of nationalism— 
‘that nation which will be gathered from 
all races and languages and peoples and 
heathen to become the people of God, the 
body of Christ.” y 


The Doctrine of the State 


Section six on ‘The State” is so important 
that it is reproduced in its entirety :— 

“The whole cult of National Socialism finds 
its strongest development in a State which 
claims to support, lead and fill, in the mate- 
rial and spiritual, educational, cultural and 
religious spheres, the whole life of its sub- 
jects. Not only does the State arrange the 
formal order of that life; but it takes a cre- 


ative part in it. It becomes the founder of. 


the true religion, the administrator of the 
true philosophy, it lays down the data for 
knowledge. The State, and the State alone, 
can dictate what is true, what is good, and 
what is beautiful; its authority is not, and 
will never be, derived from God, and there- 
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decides what is just and unjust according to 


the new divinity, national life, and no place — 
can be allotted to the law and justice of God. 
This is ‘the most complete contrast to theoc- 


racy in existence. ; 
“The soil, capital, man-power, marriages, 
children, human talents, spiritual as well as 


¢ 


natural products are regarded either as the | 


property of this monster or as subject to its 
inspiration, its administration and its con- 
trol. All this is based on the idea of the ‘na- 


tional State,’ by which is meant that under — 
this system the State is there simply to pro- — 
tect the national character and to carry out — 
But it is typical of this | 


the national will. 
State that the people are never consulted; 


the people are disenfranchised, brought down ~ 


to mass level and condemned to silence. The 


nation is in no sense any longer the subject ~ 


of government, it is only its object. 


“One of the ideas concerned here is that — 


of education, and this is a subject on which 
many members of the Church are not in- 
sensitive. Weary of the great mental con- 


fusion and the various movements which - 


contradict one another, people go to the 
other extreme and expect that everything 
will be done by compulsion. The State is to 
see that life is really lived in accordance with 
the principles of National Socialism, in the 
national sense; if necessary, therefore, it 
must draw everything firmly to itself and 


subordinate everything to this one aim—no 


newspaper, no book, no sport which is not 
censored and approved; no professor, no 
doctor, no judge, no lawyer who is not a 


member of the Party (which at the same | 


time claims to be the State). But this is not 


sufficient. The State has its own special in- | 


stitutions for this education: a Service of 
the Word (National Enlightment) a Service 
of Mercy (National Service, Winter Relief), 
a Youth Service (National Socialist school 
instruction, Hitler Youth, Labour Service). 
We will not go. further into the lessons 
taught there; but the congregation should see 
that this structure in itself signifies large- 
scale competition with the Church, a religious 
community with its own hierarchy of office- 
holders, at the head of whom stands the cen- 
tral figure of the Fiihrer, who is regarded 
and worshipped as the supreme revelation of 
national life. 

“All the parts of this great whole are most 
closely interconnected, and each is concerned — 
with the totality of a religious life. They are, 
indeed, always something ‘special,’ but in — 
this specialty they represent the whole, since 
they are completely subordinate to the sense - 
of the whole. Therefore, the Church was and — 


elled 
services (National Service, Winter Relief 
and Labour Service). To regard and assess 
such parts on their own merits is in contra- 
diction to the basic character of National 
Socialism, i. e., to its totalitarian character. 
The Church councillors must realise very 
soberly that, regarded from the National 
Socialistic point of view, an isolated valua- 
tion of its subordinate parts is irrelevant and 
not worthy of its character. National Social- 
ism regards unlimited interference in the 
circumstances of human life as a holy neces- 
sity. Nothing, we repeat, nothing, may be 
itself and develop according to its own 
nature, neither society nor the family nor 
marriage, neither art nor the school nor the 
university. It is actually claimed that some- 
where (where?) there is a gigantic super- 
human intellect which knows everything and 
governs everything, which does not have to 
render an account to anyone because it itself 
knows what is good and what is evil, and 
against the decisions, judgments, and acts of 
which no appeal can be made to any Higher 
Court because ultimately there is no other 
court. There is no ethical reason and there 
can be none, why the Church should not be 
put on the same level as everything else. 
Regarded from the National Socialist point 
of view, the Church can be allowed its liberty 
only for diplomatic and educational reasons. 


A Product of Fear 


“In coming up against this idea of the 
State it should, however, in spite of the 
strong denials of some, be made clear to the 
members of the Church how human beings 
who are not essentially worse or crazier than 
the rest of us ever came to hatch such an 
idea; and the most deep-rooted foundation of 
this idea should be sought in the mental sen- 
sations, for the most part sub-conscious, of 
certain men and national groups. To put it 
as mildly as possible, it is particularly a psy- 
chology of fear, a presentiment of the ‘de- 
cline of the West’ and of the culture which 
for decades already has driven many of our 
fellow-men to this extreme maintenance of a 
defence which according to their original 
opinion was desperate but necessary. Many 

0, follow National Socialism not because it 
is a brand-new heathen religion, but because 
they — rush into the arms of this paganism 
only in order to escape from Christianity be- 
cause its seriousness oppressed them and they 
thought that the only way to escape from it 
was to take one bold leap. The Church should 
nderstand this fear in order to speak not 
nly resolutely but also in a Christian man- 
er. It is 5 when there is such fear of chaos 
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that spiritual chaos comes into being; this 


fear liberates all kinds of forces, which fuse 


- falsehood with truth. There are ‘truths 


which lie and lies which tell the truth’ (Ma- 
ritain). But to acknowledge the power of the 
totalitarian State would be to acknowledge 
this very chaos and to bow ourselves down 
before it and finally to perish in it; within 
the framework of such a civil system it is 
absolutely impossible to lead a free and 
Christian life and it is equally impossible to 
keep God’s commandments within the sight 
of the ruling power without evoking some 
form of reprisal. An authority which rules 
in accordance with National Socialistie prin- 
ciples of civil order can therefore not be 
recognized as ‘a minister of God to thee’ (i. e. 
to the Church for good, Rom. 13, 4). It can 
also not be regarded as ‘the governors sent 
by him for vengeance on evildoers and for 
praise to them that do well’ (I Peter 2, 14) 
and as an order set up so that ‘we may lead 
a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 
gravity...that all men should be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth’ (I Tim. 
2, 2 ff.) as the Scriptures describe the office 
of government.” 


An Irreconcilable Antithesis 


The seventh section begins: “On the basis 
of what has gone before it will be clear that 
the Christian faith and National Socialism 
represent an irreconcilable antithesis; the 
Church should know that no compromise is 
possible, since these two forces will never be 
able to stand peaceably side by side. The 
Church councillors must be convinced that 
the totalitarian nature of the one and the 
totalitarian nature of the other can never be 
reconciled. Every member of the Church 
must learn to understand that when people 
still try to represent things as though the 
Church within the framework of the order 
of the National Socialist State would obtain 
new opportunities of reaching the mass of 
the people, this is due only to lack of know- 
ledge of the true nature and the true aims 
of National Socialism. Only a Church which 
had been brought to the general level would 
have such an opportunity, but it would no 
longer be a Church. Therefore, it is highly 
dangerous to say that it is our duty to join 
and co-operate in all the so-called good sides 
of the movement. An alliance with National — 
Socialism would offer the Church only the 
opportunity either of denying the Gospel of 
Christ or, following on the subsequent dissi- 
lution of this alliance, humanly speaking, of 
being doomed to ruin. The appeal for co- 
operation should be recognised for what it is, 
a dangerous temptation.” 
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Finally, the letter deals with Church Dis- 


cipline where National Socialists are con- 
cerned. The chief problem is whether Na- 
tional Socialists should be excluded from 
Holy Communion, and Confirmation, and the 
letter ends with these paragraphs on the sub- 
ject, which conclude that those who insist on 
remaining in the movement must be forbid- 
den both Holy Communion and Confirma- 
tion :-— 

“In the meantime, the question of whether 
the distinction between National Socialism 
as a social conviction or political opinion and 
National Socialism as a religion and philo- 
sophy still possesses any significance has be- 
come more and more pressing. The fact that 
under the frightful pressure which is exer- 
cised on its life and conscience our nation 
can no longer see or imagine any difference 
between the spirit and practice of German 
and Dutch National Socialism can give 
Church councillors too a reason for abandon- 
ing this difficult distinction. In the case of 
those who joined the movement for idealistic 
considerations there is no sign of resistance 
or protest against the violation of life and 
justice in our dear Fatherland, against the 
measures which hand our Jewish fellow-citi- 
zens over to their murderous fate, against 
so many decrees which far exceed the limits 
of what is permitted to an occupying power. 
Many proclamations from the pulpit have 
spoken of these matters in no uncertain 
terms. It is clear that in these circumstances 
it is only possible to remain in the ‘Move- 
ment’ because the man concerned is not striv- 
ing for a better form of society, but has 
succumbed body and soul, with conscience 
and spirit, to the other god, the other wor- 
ship and morality which has been discussed 
above. 

“The greatest practical difficulty of all is 
probably that of confirmation. 

“It is extremely painful for the Church 
councillor, and imposes a heavy responsibility 
upon him, to have to restrain young people 
from a step which at any other time we 
should welcome with the greatest happiness; 
but if we consider confirmation to be admis- 
sion to Communion, it follows that what has 
been said above regarding the Censura 
Morum must also be applied here.” 

[A Nazi reaction to this striking and 
penetrating statement will appear shortly in 
Spiritual Isswes.—ED. ] 


ANGLICAN MISSIONARIES ARRIVE 
FROM NEW GUINEA 


The Bishop of New Guinea, the Rt. Rev. 
Philip Strong, and his Diocesan chaplain, the 
Rev. J. D. Bodger, have recently arrived in 
Great Britain. Speaking in London recently 
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— 


; the Bishop described’ How: the Japanese in- 
-vasion of New Guinea had affected the work 


of the Church in his Diocese, how several 
stations were destroyed and how nine of his. 
missionaries, including four women, had been 
brutally murdered by the Japanese invaders. 

Both the Bishop and Mr. Bodger spoke 
very highly of the service rendered to the 
Allied cause by the Papuan natives, many of 
whom had been trained in the mission 
schools. The skill and sympathy with which 
they carried the Allied wounded through the 
difficult mountain passes deserved the great- 
est praise and gratitude. The Bishop said he 
was now looking forward to the task of re- 
construction as his Diocese was free from 
the enemy. His visit to England was con- 
cerned with the development of the work of 
his mission there. In the past the main 
responsibility for Anglican work in New 
Guinea has rested with the Australian Board 
of Missions. The Bishop is hoping now for 
support from a wider public in view of the 
interest and importance now attached to New 
Guinea. 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS IN 
EUROPE 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, and the Moderator of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Free Churches of England 
have consented to become joint presidents of 
a committee which has been set up by the 
British Council of Churches to foster the 
reconstruction of Christian institutions in 
Europe. 

The committee is representative of the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
all the Free Churches, and the Salvation 
Army, many missionary societies, the Bible 
Society, the Y.M.C.A., the Y. W.c. A., and 
the Student Christian’ Movement, and hopes 
shortly to issue an appeal both to the 
churches and to the general public for a fund 
to help in the reestablishment of Christian 
work, as distinct from physical relief, on the 
continent of Europe as soon as the way is 
open. The work will be carried on in con- 
sultation with the headquarters in Geneva 
of the World Council of Churches, and al- 
ready steps have been taken towards ascer- 
taining the most urgent needs and the best 
ways of giving assistance. 

The chairman of the committee is the Rev. 
M. E. Aubrey, C.H., the treasurer is Lord 
Luke, and the hon. ‘secretary, for the time 
being, is the Rev. W. T. Elmslie, general 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church of 
England. The Rev. Ronald Allen, Vicar of 
Northenden, Manchester, has just been ap- 
pointed as secretary of the committee. 
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